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In its 107 years, Albertina Kerr, a metro
region nonprofit that provides programs
and services to children and adults with
developmental disabilities and mental
challenges, has had just four CEOs. Asked
why that might be, the organization’s
current head, Chris Krenk, couldn’t quite
put his finger on it.
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“Iwish | had a
good answer for
that,” said Krenk,
who's led the
organization for 24
years. “l just think it’s
a great place to work
for those who care
about serving people
in need. That's
probably true of my

predecessors too.”
Well into an $11 million capital
campaign — its largest ever — Albertina
Kerr has nearly completed construction
on a new intensive treatment group
home and an expansion of its emergency

psychiatric care facility. A renovation

and 10,000-square-foot expansion of its
community-based services building is
also underway. The nonprofit will officially
dedicate the two completed facilities
Friday. The Business Journal talked to
Krenk to find out a little more.

How will this capital campaign impact
what Albertina Kerr does? We are going to
be able to serve more children, which was

our goal. We currently serve about 3,000,

kids (and 500 adults) a year, and we are’ '
going to be able to serve 30 percent more
children this year than last year.

What's been key to the campaign's

success so far? It's not easy, especially
when there are so many other worthy
causes in the community. Our board
members gave $450,000 themselves,
which was important. It’s hard to go out to
the community and ask for money if the
board is not supportive. They certainly are.

What's the future look like for Albertina
Kerr? We have accomplished much of
what we have set out to do, so it’s time to
re-look at the environment. We are going
to go into a formal planning process for
the future. We have been able to mest
many more needs than we were able to 24
years ago, but there are always many more
kids who could benefit from our services.



